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RE M ARKSy ARGUM E NTS 

1. Ebctions/Rescrictions 

The applicant acknowledges restriction of the currem prosecuiion to claims 1-15, and 
withdrawal of non-clecied claims 16-20. 

U. 35 use 112 

Claims 1 and 1 1 were objected to with respect to the phrases "anconduii" and "the n-line 
source," Those are typographicaj errors, and have been corrected lo read "a conduit" and "the in- 
line source respectively. 

Claim 3 was objected to with respect to the phrase "conduit". That issue has been 
resolved by iosenion of the article "the" before "conduii". 

III. 35 use XQ3 

The Office rejected claims 1-6, 10, and 12-15 as being obvious over Kown (US 6453799) 
in view of Laroussi (WO 5876663). The applicant traverses those rejections, especially m view 
of anaendments herein. 

The Kown reference is readily distinguished, Kown leaches a cup beverttge dispenser in 
which water is oxonated or otherwise electrolyzed using electrodes. That process necessarily 
alters the chemical composition of the water, namely ozonating the water. The present claims 
circumvent Kown by specifying that the product Uquid is treated without altering the chemical 
composition of the liquid. 

The Laroussi reference is also readily distinguished. In commercially realistic plasma 
generators, the plasmas are produced in a narrow space between two electrodes. Indeed, 
Laroussi allows that the gap can extend only to about 5 cm. (see Laroussi spec, col. 3, lines 66- 
67). Laroussi goes on lo assume that ihe Uquid bemg treated must actually flow in thai space, 
" and because of the narrowness of the spuce assumes that the Uquid can be present only at a depth 
of up to about 2cm. The current inventors have appreciated that the fluid can be ireated outside 
that space, wWch allows for much greater tlow, and a much more viable unit. 
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Indeed, ii is apparent from the background and general discussion in Laroassi, thai 
Laroussi is focusing on absolute sterili2ation of water. Thar focus in not shared by the presently 
claimed invennon, which ullows thai some small percentage of microorganisms (e.g. up to about 
1%) could survive. There is simply no teaching, suggestion, or motivation in the cited an that 
would have led one of ordinary skill in the an to try to treat the water m the fashion recited by 
the current cUiras. 

Claims 7-9 were rejected as bcmg obvious over Kown 799 in view of Laroussi '663 and 
Leski (US 66096S7) The addition of Lu^i is, however, irrelevant because claims 7-9 are 
allowable by virtue of their dependency on allowable clami 1 . 

Claim 1 1 was rejected as being obvious over Kown 799 in view of Laroussi '663 and 
Posner et a]. (US 5651887), The addilion of Posncr is irrelevant because claim 1 1 is allowable 
by virtue of its dependency on allowable claim 1. 

Conclusioft 

Claims 1 - 1 5 of the pending claims are allowable over the cited an. The rejections 
should be withdrawn, and all pending claims deemed allowable. 
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Respectfully submitted. 
RUTaN & TUCKER 
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